Hutchison High School Rifle Team Contract – 2012

The 2011 rifle season will start on September 10, 2012 and ends with regional finals December 7-8 2012.  Practices using the 22 caliber rifles will be held at the Fish and Game Hunter Safety Range at 1501 College Road.  Air rifle practices will be held at the Tanana Valley Sportsman’s Association building off of Airport Road. The rifle program is open to all Hutchison High students provided they meet and continue to abide by all standards set forth in the Secondary Student Activities Handbook from the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District.  Also, all participants must abide by the following Rifle Team rules:

1. Gun safety will be practiced at all times.  Failure to follow gun safety rules will result in immediate and permanent suspension from the team. 

2. Complete the State of Alaska Hunter Safety course (the hunter safety course is a one time only requirement).  

3. Students must attend all practices and per ASAA regulations, must have attended ALL classes the day of the practice or match. If a student is tardy 10 minutes or longer, it counts as an absence, and students are not permitted to attend practice or participate in a match.  In the case of a weekend match students must have attended ALL classes the day before.  Pre-arranged absences are an exception to this rule.  Pre-arranged means your parent has contacted the school in advance of your absence (i.e. the day before if you have a medical appointment or you’re going on a school sponsored trip).  Calling or coming to the school at the time of the absence does NOT constitute a pre-arranged absence under ASAA rules. If you must leave practice early or will be absent from practice you MUST pre-arrange with the coach ahead of time.  Having someone else give the coach a message is NOT considered proper notification.

4. Rifle team members may be suspended from a match for the following reasons:

a. 2 tardies

b. 1 unexcused practice

c. Grade ineligibility

5. Rifle team members may be removed from the team for the following reasons:

a. Failure to follow gun safety rules included, but not limited to:

i. ALWAYS have the gun pointed in a safe direction

ii. Keep the gun unloaded until ready to fire

iii. Keep finger off the trigger until ready to fire

iv. ALWAYS wear hearing and eye protection when shooting/spotting

b. Failure to adhere to the range safety rules (or instructions) of the practice/competition facility and instructors/coaches including:

i. No horseplay at any time

ii. ALWAYS wash hands and arms after shooting or handling ammunition

c.  Possession of any firearms or ammunition on school property without the written permission of an administrator (All firearms and ammunition will be kept at the range unless a student has the administration’s written permission to possess a personally owned, specialized 22 target rifle or air rifle in order to use for practices or competition).

d. Grade ineligibility.

e. Any disrespect shown to coaches, faculty, staff, students, or other teams (this includes any swearing, backtalk, bad attitude and/or hazing of other students or not following directions). Students must follow all coach and staff instructions to ensure safety.

f. Any damage to any property (school, range, personal, or otherwise).

g. Excessive absences or tardies from practice, excused or not

h. Failure to be picked up on time after practices or matches (Coaches often have other commitments after practices and matches so timeliness in picking up team members is essential). 

6. Squad selection.  Varsity and Junior Varsity squads will be selected by the coach prior to every match based on:

a. Current scores (you can shoot yourself on or off the varsity or junior varsity squads regardless if you are a freshman or a senior; the harder you work the greater the rewards.)

b. Practice attendance

c. Attitude and cooperation

d. Responsiveness to coaching

e. Consistency of past performances.

7. Unfortunately, practice facilities and equipment limit the total number of participants in the rifle program.  On or before the end of the first week of the season, if the team is larger than 18 people, then team members will have to be cut to bring the total to a maximum of 12-18 members.  On or before the end of the second week, the maximum number will be 10-15 members. On or before the end of the third week, there will be a final cut to a maximum of 10. Above this limit, there will also be one or two Team Managers. The following criteria will be applied in this process, in order of importance:

a. Demonstrated marksmanship skills

b. Positive attitude, respectful interaction with everybody (teammates, coaches, range staff), and an inclusive and encouraging attitude towards all fellow teammates

c. Practice attendance

d. Balancing the number of upper (11th and 12th grade) and lower (9th and 10th grade) class members, to the extent practical

e. Grade point average (if all things above are equal and one prospective member is in danger of not qualifying academically, the student with no academic issues will be selected so that losing a team member mid-season is averted.)

8. Adding new members. If during the season additional team member(s) are needed due to team member injuries (i.e. broken arm) or unforeseen circumstances (team member moving etc.) then the last person(s) cut may be invited to join the team for the remainder of the season.

9. Varsity Letters are awarded at the end of season for these accomplishments:

a. Shoot 4 varsity matches, or

b. Shoot a score of 500 or more in 4 matches, or

c. Be selected for the regional finals team

10. Recognition/award denial.  A student under suspension during the season will forfeit all awards and/or honors for the season.  A student who quits or is removed from the team during the season will forfeit any and all awards and/or honors for the season.  

11. Shooters will be expected to participate in all fund raising for the rifle team. This includes, but is not limited to, acquiring sponsorships, selling or purchasing a required number of raffle tickets, etc.
12. The Secondary Student Activities Handbook establishes rules and policy applicable to eligibility and participation in the Rifle program. Students and parents are reminded that these are eligibility requirements to participate even in a practice. Completed forms may be brought directly to practice, or turned in to the front office.

a. Watching the TAD video and turning in a sign TAD policy form

b. Completing and turning in an Activity Consent Form

c. Obtaining a sport's physical from a physician and turning in the completed form (which the doctor signs). Physicals are good for 12 months from the date completed.

13. All shooters must utilize District provided transportation to and from out of town matches.  ONLY a guardian may take the shooter from the range.  The guardian MUST speak to a coach before you leave the site.

14. The coach will set picture date and time for the team.  There will be no make up day for photos.

Gear

Students will be provided with rifles, ammunition, and assorted gear for each practice and match. The fees and fundraising for the team help cover the cost of providing this equipment.  

Students are expected to provide appropriate boots. The beginning shooter that a used pair of old style, flat soled cross country ski boots will work to start. The key is a flat sole and minimal (spongy) cushioning. Here is a link to Champions Choice website

http://www.champchoice.com/SearchResult.aspx?KeyWords=boots
The ANS Shooting Boots “Easy” Model 132 are a good choice. A good pair of shooting boots is cheaper than hockey skates, and is a good investment. 

Fees

Each participating student must pay a fee of $275.00 to the Hutchison High School Rifle Team to help cover the cost of equipment and ammunition (unfortunately the extraordinary demand for ammunition has driven up the prices considerably). Fees are due by September 28, 2012 and must be given to the Coach. If you have a need based on financial hardship, please see Coach Yocum to make other arrangements to meet this criterion.

In addition, TVSA requires that students pay an annual membership fee of $35.00 (check made out to TVSA) in order to use their facility. Fee is due by September 28, 2012 and must be given to the Coach.

Please return page 4- you may keep pages 1-3 for your reference (
We the undersigned parents/guardians of _________________________(please print) have (a) read the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Secondary Student Activities Handbook for High School Students, (b) Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Secondary Student Activities Handbook for Parents and (c) have completed the Activity Consent Release Form.

We, the undersigned have read and agree to follow and abide by all rules set forth in this contract for the Rifle Team.

____________________________________ 
_________________

              Student Signature




Date

____________________________________
_________________


Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

____________________________________



Print Parent/Guardian Name





Parent  and student contact info:

Parent 1:  ________________________________

Phone:___________________h    ___________________wk     ________________Cell

Address:_____________________

Email:_______________________

Parent 2:  _______________________

(if any differences – Please include different email even if all else is the same)

Phone:___________________h    ___________________wk     ________________Cell

Address:_____________________

Email:_______________________

Student: (if any differences – including different email or cell even if all else is the same)

Phone:___________________h    ___________________wk     ________________Cell

Address:_____________________

Email:_______________________

Permission to share contact info amongst team members/parents once the team is selected in case there are practice changes/cancellations/emergencies.  ___Yes         ___N

Permission for pictures to be posted on team website.   _____Yes        
_____No
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